Athens Drive High School
Course:  Spanish I and II

Course Length:  1 semester each
Credit:  1 credit per level
Instructor:  Mr. Joe Crain

Email:  wcrain@wcpss.net
Office Location: 2914
Office Hours:  7:00 – 7:15, 2:30 – 4:00 Mon, Thurs, Fri

          2:30 – 4:30 Tuesday and Wednesday 


          PLEASE MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
I. Course Descriptions

Spanish I is an introductory course in elementary Spanish.  Students will begin with introductory vocabulary, phrases, and grammatical structures.  Students should NOT expect to leave Spanish I as fluent Spanish speakers.

Spanish II picks up where Spanish I leaves off.  Where Spanish I focuses on introducing the learner to the Spanish language and to the culture of the Latino world, Spanish II is more intensely focused on grammar and actual practice of the language.  
II. Materials and Textbooks
Required materials include:  College Ruled Paper, Pens and/or Pencils (You may not use red ink, or any ink that is not easily read on paper), a notebook to keep important papers in (preferably a three-ring binder).  Students may also choose to provide their own coloring utensils (markers, pencils, crayons, etc), construction paper and/or white printer paper, and poster board.  It is advisable to purchase a Spanish/English Dictionary to keep at home.
We will use Realidades, published by Prentice Hall.  This series offers students a comprehensive presentation of the Spanish language and related cultures.  Students will not be assigned their own textbook.  However, students will be assigned their own workbook in which they may (and should) write their assignments.  It is the students’ responsibility to keep up with their workbooks.  A large portion of homework is assigned from the workbook, and it will be very easy for a student to get behind if he or she loses or misplaces his/her workbook. We are unable to assign a second workbook.

In addition to the workbook, Realidades offers students many extra opportunities in their quest for second language acquisition.  Each student will be supplied with a username and password for use with the text’s online textbook and supplementary information.  This online book can be accessed at:
www.phsuccessnet.com
The online textbook series is the same textbook we have available in the classroom with extra options.  We also have a CD ROM that students may “check out” to use at home if they do not have Internet access. 

III. Classroom Procedures (Policies)

1. No talking while the teacher is talking, or while another student is talking ON TOPIC TO THE COURSE.  Any misplaced communication will result in disciplinary actions.
2. The only place a student is allowed to be without EXPRESSED permission of the teacher is at the student’s own desk.  Students are not to leave their seats without permission FROM THE TEACHER.  Off limit areas include the teacher’s desk, the teacher’s computer, the bookshelves, the whiteboards,  or the filing cabinet.  Any student leaving his or her seat without permission from the teacher will receive disciplinary action.  Any student caught writing on anything other than notebook paper without permission (this includes the whiteboards) will receive disciplinary action.
3. Students must be prepared for all class periods.  This includes, but is not limited to, textbooks, workbooks, paper, writing utensils, or any assignment due for the class period..

4. Absolutely NO HEADGEAR is permitted on campus.  The same applies for Spanish class.  Headgear in Spanish class includes, but is not limited to, caps, hats, “do-rags,” skull caps, picks, combs, hairbrushes, sunglasses work over eyes or on top of head, bandanas, sweatbands, etc.  This applies to both males and females.  Any type of headgear work in class will be confiscated and returned at the end of the academic year.  
5. Students are reminded to adhere to Athens Drive High School’s Dress Code.
6. The only materials permitted for use in Spanish class are Spanish materials.  This means that a student should have NO OTHER WORK from ANY OTHER CLASS in his or her immediate possession.  This also includes magazines, newspapers, books, etc.  Any material not pertaining to Spanish class (this includes homework for any other class, textbooks for other classes, etc) will be confiscated and returned to the student at the end of the school day.  In addition, if a student is caught doing homework for another class, and he or she is using someone else’s homework to do his or her own homework, both students’ work will be confiscated, the teacher of that particular class will be informed of the cheating, and the administrative offices will be notified, thus leaving the students subject to the ADHS cheating policies.  

7. Cheating in any sort is not tolerated.  Cheating is defined as copying someone else’s work, ATTEMPTING to copy someone else’s work (whether you get any answers or not), allowing someone else to copy your work, talking during any test or quiz, copying directly from copyrighted material (this is also illegal), and copying even one answer from someone else’s work. Anyone caught cheating will receive an automatic zero, a phone call home for a mandatory parent/teacher conference, and an administrative referral, subjecting the student or students to the SGHS cheating polices.  There are NO warnings in cheating.  The first time a student is caught, he or she will receive the appropriate disciplinary actions.
8. Students must be in attendance for all scheduled class meetings.  Excessive absences and tardiness will be not be tolerated and will result in effective disciplinary action.    Students are reminded to review the schools attendance and tardy policy in their student agenda with their parents and/or guardians.  

9. ABSOLUTELY no late work will be accepted.  In order for a student to receive credit for their completed work, the work must be IN THE CLASSROOM at the time the work is being reviewed.  No student will be allowed to leave class to go to his or her locker or vehicle to get any or all portions of their assignment.  

10. No student will be permitted to leave or enter the classroom without written permission from the administrative offices.  No student will be allowed to “step outside” to speak with a friend or family member unless the visitor has written permission from the office.

11. Students are expected to keep the classroom in an orderly manner each period.  Students will be required to clean up the classroom if any papers and other trash are found.  Failure to keep the classroom in an orderly fashion will result in a loss of certain privileges.

12. The official name of this class is Spanish, not cosmetology or personal grooming.  Any student caught grooming himself or herself will be forced to surrender all of his or her grooming materials.  This includes but is not limited to picks, hairbrushes, combs, make-up kits, lipstick, eyeliner, mascara, make-up mirrors, etc.  All grooming materials will be confiscated until the end of the academic school year. 

13. Cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices (I Pods, MP3 players, CD Players, etc) are not allowed on campus.  Any student caught POSSESSING (not just using) either any electronic device will be forced to surrender the device to the teacher.  The device may be picked up by a parent or guardian from the front office at the end of the day.  (This includes a phone or pager that “unexpectedly or accidentally” rings or goes off during class).

14. No inappropriate or offensive language will be permitted in class, whether it is in a joking, friendly manner, or in a malicious manner towards another person in the class or any other person in existence.  Foul language such as the infamous “n” word or any derogatory word directed at someone’s race, religion, handicap, ethnicity, sexual orientation, nationality, or socio-economic class will not be tolerated AT ALL.  Non-compliance with this policy will result in severe disciplinary actions.
15. Students that choose to bring book bags or backpacks to class are asked to keep bags in front of their desk, not beside it in the aisles.

16. Students must be respectful of other people’s belongings, including the teacher’s.

17. Students are not permitted to sleep or put their head down in class.  Students choosing to sleep during class will be required to make-up the time in after school detention.

18. Students are expected to adhere to all school policies as listed in the Athens Drive and Wake County Public School System handbooks.
IV. Grading Scale

Class Participation
10%

Daily Grades

15%

Quizzes

20%
Projects

25%
Tests

30%

To be fair, just, and consistent, the teacher will not change a student’s final grade.  Progress reports, quiz grades, and test grades will indicate student performance.  If you feel your grade needs improvement, I will be more than happy to meet with you and your parents to determine how you can best help yourself.  Do not wait until the final week of class or after the semester has ended to do this.
Extra credit opportunities will be given periodically.  Details will be discussed when extra credit possibilities are presented. Please do not ask the teacher for individual assignments.  Any such requests will not be granted in fairness to other students.
V. Parent and Student Agreement

Please remove this section, sign and return it to school for a participation grade.  

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Your child has expressed an interest in Spanish by enrolling in this class. It is my goal to foster this interest into a love for the Spanish language and culture as well as maintain high standards and expectations to ensure the success of your child.
Please review the course syllabus, policies, and procedures for this class and sign below indicating that you have done so.  I will maintain a copy of this page on file, and your student will maintain this copy in his/her notebook.  If you would like your own copy, please let me know, and one will be sent to you.  If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me at the school (233-4083) or via email (wcrain@wcpss.net).  I will be more than happy to contact you by email if you provide this information.  I am looking forward to the coming year and getting to know you and your child.  
I, _____________________, have read the information provided and agree to support the rules and regulations of this class.

_______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

__________
             
___________________

Phone

Email

Dear Student:

I look forward to having a productive semester and getting to know you.  Please carefully review the course syllabus, policies, and procedures for this class and sign below indicating that you have done so.

I, _____________________, have read the information provided and agree to support the rules and regulations of this class.

______________________________________

Student  Signature

Date

______________________________

Email
