Differentiating between Ser and Estar
Both Ser and Estar mean “to be,” however, their uses are very different.  Let’s look at each individually.

Estar – to be

Yo 

estoy

Nosotros
estamos

Tú 

estás

Vosotros
estáis
Usted



Ustedes
Él    
está

Ellos

están
Ella




Ellas

Remember, estar is an irregular –ar verb.  Pay special attention to the “yo” form.  Also note the accent marks on the 2nd and 3rd person forms.

USES:

Condition

OR

Position

Location



Location

Action




Action

Position




Condition







Emotion

Remember the acronyms CLAP or PLACE.  

Condition:  how something is at that given moment in time.  (emotions are considered conditions)

Location:  where something is located at that given moment

Action:  what something is doing

Position:  where something is located in reference to something else

Ser- to be

Yo 

soy


Nosotros
somos
Tú 

eres

Vosotros
sois
Usted



Ustedes
Él    
es


Ellos

son
Ella




Ellas

Ser is an irregular –er verb.  It does not follow any of the regular rules for present tense –er verbs.

Description


or

Time

Origin





Origin

Time





Profession

Identification



Identification








Characteristics
Remember DOTI or TOPIC.

Description:  what something is like.  Can be physical or mental characteristics

Origin:  where something is from – or what it is made of

Time:  what time it is

Identification:  identifying someone/something from in a group

Profession:  what someone does for a living

