Making Nouns and Adjectives Plural
1) If a word ends in a vowel, add an “-s” to the end of the word.

a. Computadora – computadoras

b. Estudiante – estudiantes 

c. La profesora inteligente – las profesoras inteligentes
2) If a word ends in a consonant, add an “-es” to the end of the word.

a. Cartel – carteles

b. Reloj – relojes 

c. Ratón – ratones **

d. Nación – naciones **

3) If a word ends with the letter “-z,”  change the “-z” to “-c” and add “-es.”

a. Lápiz – lápiCES

b. Nariz – nariCES

c. Luz – luCES

4) Some words are both singular and plural without any change

a. Sacapuntas – sacapuntas

b. Rascacielos – rascacielos

Articles
Key reminders –

A) All adjectives must agree with the noun they modify in number and gender.

B) All articles are adjectives.

THEREFORE

C) All articles must agree with the noun the modify in number and gender

There are two types of articles:  Definite (the) and indefinite (a, an) articles.

In Spanish, you have already learned:  


Definite Singular articles:  el and la


Indefinite Singular articles:  un and una

Since articles must agree with their noun, then you will also have plural version of each article:



Singular 
Plural

Definite masc
el

los
Definite fem

la

las

Indefinite masc
un

unos

Indefinite fem
una

unas

EXAMPLES:

A) el pupitre 

–

los pupitres

B) un profesor 

–

unos profesores

C) la bandera

–

las banderas

D) una nariz

–

unas narices

**  ACCENT MARKS **

Here are three quick tips on pronunciation and accent marks.

First of all, remember that SPOKEN LANGUAGE came first.  After generations of listening and observing common trends in spoken language society began to put symbols to its words to eventually create what we know as spoken language.  In addition to the symbols came a whole new list of rules.  

All words have a natural stress – the is the syllable that you hit the hardest when you speak.  

1) When a word ends in a vowel, “n,” or “s,” the natural stress of the word falls on the next to last syllable.

2) When a word ends in a consonant (other than an “n” or “s”), the natural stress falls on the last syllable.

3) If the natural stress does not follow rule number 1 or 2, then a written accent mark is place over the syllable that is stressed.

Because of these rules, when you make a Spanish adjective plural, sometimes you will add an extra syllable to the word – thus changing the accent mark.

Look at the word Ratón.  When you say “ratón”  you naturally stress the last syllable.  Since it ends in an “n” and doesn’t follow rule number 1, you must write an accent mark on the “o” in the last syllable.   However, when you make ratón plural --- you add an extra syllable (ratón ( ratones).  Since you added an extra syllable (the natural stress still falls on the “O”), the natural stress now falls on the next to last syllable:  ratón ( ratones.  Now the word follows rule number 1 – thus eliminating the need for a written accent mark.
